
Neighbourhood plans – Frequently asked questions 
 
What are neighbourhood plans? 
Through its Localism Bill, the government is giving local communities more power to influence the 
future of the places they live by preparing neighbourhood plans. 
 
Neighbourhood plans can establish a vision for an area as well as general planning policies for the 
development and use of land in a neighbourhood.  They should be about local rather than strategic 
issues. For example it could cover where new shops, offices or homes should go and what green 
spaces should be protected or other planning related issues.  
 
Neighbourhood plans should be focused on guiding development rather than stopping it. They also 
have to be in line with national policy and the Council’s local planning policies. If adopted it will 
become a statutory plan and be used in making decisions on planning applications. 
 
Who will prepare them? 
Neighbourhood plans should be prepared by the community in the form of a ‘Neighbourhood forum.’  
This should be made up of a minimum of 21 people and be as inclusive as possible.  The 
neighbourhood plan needs to be supported by the whole community before it can be adopted. 
Neighbourhood plans will also be subject to an independent check as well as a local referendum 
where the plan will need to get majority support. 
 
What areas can be covered by a neighbourhood plan? 
Any area can have a neighbourhood plan. They can cross local authority boundaries although they 
should not overlap with adjoining neighbourhoods who also wish to prepare a plan for their area. If 
the area is very small eg one street, the Council may suggest you join with other neighbourhoods to 
create a larger area. 
 
What weight will be given to neighbourhood plans in planning decisions? 
When adopted, neighbourhood plans will be statutory planning documents. They will form part of 
the development plan which, in Camden, is made up of the London Plan and our Local 
Development Framework (LDF) documents, and therefore will have significant weight in planning 
decisions.  
 
What is the Council’s role? 
The Council will have a duty to provide technical advice and support to those producing a 
neighbourhood plan.  It also has to: 

• agree the composition of, and formally designate, neighbourhood forums  
• agree the boundary of the area to be covered by a neighbourhood plan 
• organise the check by an independent examiner into a neighbourhood plan and the 

referendum 
• adopt the neighbourhood plan and bring it into force. 
• The Council’s role should be clarified once the Localism Bill becomes law.  

 
Have some neighbourhoods already started work on neighbourhood planning? 
Yes, some neighbourhoods have started to think about working together and making a plan for their 
community. However, as many of the details relating the process and procedures for preparing 
neighbourhood plans are still subject to change we advise that you wait for the Localism Bill to be 
enacted before getting too far through the process. The Government currently thinks the Bill will be 
enacted before the end of 2011. 
 
The Government is also funding a number of pilot schemes to test out different ways of preparing 
neighbourhood plans using the proposed powers. You can view more information on the 
Department of Communities and Local Government website: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/neighbourhoodplanningvangua
rds/
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What is the process for preparing a neighbourhood plan? 
 

Process instigated by local community. 
Neighbourhood forum agreed and designated 

Neighbourhood area agreed and designated 

Plan prepared by local communities with support from the Council 

Community engagement and consultation 

Council check for legal compliance 

Independent check (possibly by the Planning Inspectorate) 

Referendum 

 

Adoption of neighbourhood plan by Council 
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Things to consider if you’re thinking of starting a neighbourhood plan 
- What do you want your neighbourhood plan to achieve? 
- Is a neighbourhood plan the right tool to achieve what you want?  
- What area do you think your plan should cover? What is the boundary? 
- Who will be in the neighbourhood forum?  
- How can you make the neighbourhood forum representative of the local community? 
- Do you intend to involve local businesses, local councillors or community groups from 

neighbouring areas? 
- How will you engage the wider community while preparing your plan? 
- How will you build consensus within the community? 
- Are there other groups or areas nearby who have similar objectives? Have you contacted 

them? 
- Will neighbouring areas be affected by the neighbourhood plan? If so, how? 
- What sort of skills and support will you need to prepare a neighbourhood plan? 
- How long do you think the plan take to prepare? What are your timescales? 

 
Who should I contact if I want to find out more? 
Contact the Strategic Planning and Information Team by emailing ldf@camden.gov.uk or calling 
020 7974 2043 
 
What happens next? 
We will keep you updated as the Localism Bill progresses through Parliament and is brought into 
force. 
 
Where can I find further information? 
You can find out more about neighbourhood plans and the government localism proposals from 
these sources: 

- Localism Bill: explanatory note – on the UK parliament website 

- A plain English guide to the Localism Bill – on the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) website 

- A guide to neighbourhood planning – on the PAS website 

- Your Place, Your Plan – a leaflet from the TCPA for community organisations, business and 
individuals looking to get involved in neighbourhood planning. 

- A quick guide to neighbourhood planning – on the RTPI website 

 

3 

mailto:ldf@camden.gov.uk
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/external-link.do?redirectUrl=http%3A//www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/en/2011126en.htm
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/external-link.do?redirectUrl=http%3A//www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1818597.pdf
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageId=1175309
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/external-link.do?redirectUrl=http%3A//www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/your_place_your_plan.pdf
http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/external-link.do?redirectUrl=http%3A//www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11801/RTPI-Quick-Guide-Neighbourhood-Planning-01-05-11.pdf

