The Big Society: a snapshot
What is it? 

The new coalition government’s programme for civil society. These are some of the things we know so far……  
The voluntary and community sector

· Name change: ‘third sector’ replaced by ‘civil society’ to reflect building the Big Society, not just supporting the voluntary and community sector.
· Office and Minister for Civil society. The minister is Conservative MP Nick Hurd.

· Plans to make it easier to run a charity, social enterprise or voluntary organisation, and make it easier for sector organisations to work with the state. More recent speeches have referred to less bureaucracy and state interference.
· Focus on getting more resources into the sector to strengthen its independence and resilience.

· Emphasis appears to be on ownership rather than partnership – supporting creation and expansion of organisations to run public services, rights for public sector workers to form employee owned cooperatives, new powers for communities to take over local state run services and facilities.

· Proposal to train a new generation of community organisers and support the creation of neighbourhood groups. What this means is unclear but the inspiration comes from the USA and Saul Alinsky’s ideas about grassroots activism. On this theme Nick Hurd has recently visited (and been impressed by) the Paddington Development Trust……
· Nick Hurd has said that national infrastructure agencies Capacity Builders, Futurebuilders and V will be looked at to see what they are doing and whether they should still be there.
Funding and resources

· Funds from dormant bank accounts to establish a Big Society Bank. To provide new finance for neighbourhood groups, charities, social enterprises and other nongovernmental bodies.

· Measures to encourage charitable giving and philanthropy so far include changes to Gift Aid to make it easier to use.
· Changes to National Lottery funding are intended to restore the lottery to its original purpose. This means that the Big Lottery Fund share will be reduced from 50% to 40%, and sports, heritage and arts causes will increase from a 16% to 20% share each. The changed allocations will be staggered over the next 2 years.
· Probable increase in payment by results for organisations delivering public services.

Volunteering / community cohesion
· A range of measures to encourage volunteering and social action: so far a national ‘Big Society Day’ and making regular community involvement a key element of civil service staff appraisals.
· A National Citizen Service: will start with a programme for 16 year olds to develop the skills needed to be active and responsible citizens, mix with people from different backgrounds, and start getting involved in their communities.

Local government

· Devolution of power and greater financial autonomy. Less restriction on how councils spend the money they are allocated, and how cuts are made. Of the £6billion plus in cuts announced in the Queens Speech about £1.2billion will come from grants allocated to councils from the departments of Communities and Local Government, Transport, Education, and Food, Environment and Rural Affairs. The June 22nd Emergency Budget should give more insight about what those cuts will mean.
· Abolition of regional strategies to return decision-making powers on housing and planning to local councils.

Big Society bedtime reading

· Saul Alinsky’s  ‘Rules for Radicals’

· Philip Blond’s  ‘Red Tory’

Local information
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	Responsibility
	Councillor
	Ward

	Leader of the Council
	Nasim Ali
	Regents Park

	Deputy Leader with responsibility for sustainability
	Angela Mason
	Cantelowes

	Adult social care and health
	Pat Callaghan 
	Camden Town with Primrose Hill

	Children, schools and families
	Heather Johnson
	Regents Park

	Housing
	Julian Fulbrook
	Holborn and Covent Garden

	Community safety
	Abdul Hai
	Kings Cross

	Environment (and planning policy)
	Sue Vincent
	Holborn and Covent Garden

	Culture 
	Tulip Siddiq
	Regents Park 

	Resources 
	Theo Blackwell
	Gospel Oak

	Communities, regeneration and equalities 
	Sarah Hayward
	Kings Cross


Who’s who: Chairs of Camden’s scrutiny committees

	Committee
	Councillor
	Party
	Ward

	Children, Schools and Families
	Larraine Revah
	Labour
	Gospel Oak

	Culture and Environment
	Sean Birch
	Labour
	Gospel Oak

	Health
	John Bryant
	Liberal Democrat
	West Hampstead

	Housing and Adult Social Care
	Meric Apak
	Labour
	Kentish Town

	Resources and Corporate Performance
	Don Williams
	Conservative
	Swiss Cottage
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