Bloomsbury Village         Neighbourhood Planning Project

Reportback Meeting
Monday 26th September at 6pm

Kingsley Hotel, Bloomsbury Way

Attendees:        Geraldine Beskin
Atlantis Bookshop

Hugh Kennedy
Bury Place resident


Helen McMurray
Bury Place Residents Association

Jim Murray
Bloomsbury Association


Rosamund Oudart
West Central Street


Patsy Prince
Tavistock Chambers Residents Ass.


Nikolay Shahpazov
Sculpting the Time


Erico Sibour
Zone Central Only


Alan Spence
Bury Place Residents Association

Roseline Stuart
InMidtown BID


Michael Storrs
Tavistock Chambers resident


David Thomson
Kinney Green


Catharyne Ward
Bloomsbury Association


Mike Wade
Gilbert Place resident
Apologies:  
Rhu Weir 
Covent Garden Community Ass.


Jo Weir 
Covent Garden Community Ass. 

Joe Edwards 
British Museum 

Stephen Champion 
Stedham Chambers Tenants Ass.    Cllr Julian Fulbrook 
Holborn & Covent Garden ward 

Anthony Cumming 
Bloomsbury Association
Also present:   Donna Turnbull (DT)
VAC / Camden CEN*


Michael Parkes  (MP)
VAC / Community Planner



Alex Charles 
VAC / Camden CEN

* Voluntary Action Camden / Camden Community Empowerment Network
1.
Report from 19 July 2011.
DT handed out the 19 July event report and explained the rationale behind the meeting. The main purpose was to agree a shadow forum and in doing so discuss governance, management, membership and potential working groups.  
2.
Neighbourhood Planning: Local context. - MP
Hand-outs:  ‘Planning and Development Context for Bloomsbury Village Neighbourhood Plan’; ‘Camden Local Development Framework (LDF) briefing - Place Shaping  comments’; ‘LDF briefing -  table summarising policies and proposals’; ‘LDF Development Site Proposals map’; ‘Camden Site Allocations- Draft Submission’ and ‘Shaping the future of the St Giles to Holborn area’ 
· Local neighbourhood plans must comply with the approved planning and development policies set out in the Camden LDF (November 2010), the key policies and proposals of which were summarised.  
· It was noted that the proposed Bloomsbury Village neighbourhood sits within the key opportunity and growth areas in South Camden, as presented in the Core Strategy.   


· Bloomsbury Village also lies within a designated conservation area so it is important to balance the need for growth and development with the need to maintain and preserve heritage, green space etc.
· This provides a unique opportunity for local residents and business to engage and participate in the development and planning processes for their local area.  If the Localism Bill is passed it will be the first time that community-led planning has been supported by legislation. 
· The draft development site proposal goes out for consultation next month.
· Allocated sites 18, 19 and 20 fall within or close to the proposed neighbourhood.  Please see the briefing note on ‘Planning and Development Context For Bloomsbury Village Neighbourhood Plan’ for further information.
3. Shadow neighbourhood forum / planning group. - DT
Hand-outs: Suggested shadow forum
DT explained that neighbourhood forums must be approved by the council and must be credible for the council to approve them. Some suggestions for forum membership were made from analysis of the workshops in July. These were intended as a starting point for discussion. The forum should be seen as a work in progress. The following points were also made:
A resident questioned how the names and organisations on the suggested shadow forum hand-out had been selected. DT explained that they were drawn from the neighbourhood forum workshops at the previous event on 19 July, from people who had already expressed interest in sitting on the forum and from people who had been recommended by others. The selection also represented a good geographical coverage of the plan area (illustrated by dots on the boundary plan).
Jim Murray added that the forum should aim to ensure a wide spread of interests are represented.  This ought to include residents, small business and larger organisations or institutions from across the Bloomsbury area (e.g. British Museum, BUPA, InMidtown BID etc).   Negotiations with business representatives are ongoing but they seem supportive of the plan in principle.  This will be the first opportunity for all those interested to join in partnership, via the neighbourhood forum.
Discussion
· Those who sit on the forum to represent the communal interests of associations, organisations etc ought to be elected officers of those organisations e.g. Chair/Treasurer/Secretary.

Alan Spence, Bury Place Residents Association
· Would all nominated representatives necessarily turn up?  It’s usually the people who attend meetings that would like to be involved.

Mike Wade, Gilbert Place resident
· Some tenants and residents associations (TRAs) are already constituted with existing links between residents, business and the council.  Existing TRAs can help spread the word amongst the residents they represent and businesses who attend their meetings, but this is also a great opportunity to reach out to those without a formalised association to ensure their interests are represented too.
· Many people are time-limited so the forum should be flexible to allow for people to share their place on the forum with other representatives of the same association/organisation where necessary.
Helen Murray, Bury Place Residents Association
· Residents who are not involved with an existing TRA who want to engage with the process should be allowed to represent themselves and participate on the forum.  
Hugh Kennedy, Bury Place resident
· Some people represent more than one organisation, for example, Bloomsbury Association Executive/Bury Place TRA.  People can use all their ‘hats’ and links with different community members to add credibility to the forum. The Bloomsbury Association has engaged with residents and business for a long time and can therefore link people together.

                                                                        Jim Murray, Bloomsbury Association
· Between Bloomsbury residents and businesses there are a great number of contacts with useful skills and knowledge.  At the last meeting attendees put forward their skill sets and these should be utilised.



Geraldine Beskin, Atlantis Bookshop 
· Sharing information and maintaining dialogue between all involved parties will bring us to a quicker conclusion.


Roseline Stuart, InMidtown BID
· Number of people visiting Bloomsbury is huge and will continue to increase. Important to take on local concerns for example, pedestrian accident black-spots and address these in the neighbourhood plan.

Alan Spence, Bury Place Residents Association
· Different transport systems are used at different times of day and each mode of transport carries has its own consequences on the surrounding area.  This should also be addressed. 

Catharyne Ward, Bloomsbury Association
· The southern boundary of the Bloomsbury plan is currently shared with Covent Garden Community Association (CGCA).  This is a strategically important area for Bloomsbury and CGCA ought to be consulted to reach agreement on this boundary.  Best way to achieve this is to have CGCA as a representative on the forum.


Geraldine Beskin, Atlantis Bookshop
· Holborn Links, a major landowner around the New Oxford Street boundary, are very interested in the area and neighbourhood plan. Their representation should be considered a strong contender for forum membership.

Jim Murray, Bloomsbury Association

· In principle, the forum membership has been agreed at 50% resident membership.  Quorum rules should ensure that any agreement reached is reflective of the resident population. 
Mike Wade, Gilbert Place resident
Agreement for a Shadow Forum
The following attendees put themselves forward as members of the forum and other contacts that were not present were recommended in their absence. 


Attendees confirming interest as forum members. 
1. Catharyne Ward
Little Russell Street resident.
2. Mike Wade
Gilbert Place resident.
3. Patsy Prince
Tavistock Chambers Residents Association (chair)

4. Hugh Kennedy
Bury Place resident.
5. Alan Spence               Bury Place Residents Association (chair).

6. Helen McMurray         Bury Place Residents Association (secretary).

7. Jim Murray                  Bloomsbury Association.                


Other contacts of interest (to contact):

1. Robert Kime
Runs an interior decoration business on Museum Street. G Beskin to liaise.
2. British Museum
Jo Edwards, Communications Officer. Jim Murray to liaise.
3. Holborn Links
Jim Murray to liaise

4. Davy & Co
David Thomson (from Kinney Green) to liaise

5. Café/restaurant 
David Thomson (from Kinney Green) to liaise with businesses in Pied Bull Yard.
6. Covent Garden CA
Jim Murray to liaise and discuss southern boundary area. 


4.
Action Planning. - DT
Working Groups 
Working groups can be set up to tackle specific topics of interest or concern, for example, safety, governance, environment etc. It does not have to be necessary to be a forum member to participate in a working group; it may simply be a topic of personal interest. But working groups will need to report back to the forum. Working groups are likely to develop as Localism legislation is passed.  Advisers can be drafted in to provide expert knowledge and guidance around specific work areas. 
Attendees discussed each working group and nominated themselves or others to participate.  Those who were not present are encouraged to contact DT or Jim Murray if they wish to put their name forward.

Governance and Management

It is integral to the neighbourhood planning process and eventual adoption of a plan to get this right. VAC can provide assistance to prepare a constitution and other governance documentation. Topics such as where outreach work is needed can be incorporated into the work of the governance working group.  DT will email the outreach survey to the mailing list to get feedback about who’s not involved.

Expression of interest or nominated (n):

1. Helen McMurray

Bury Place Residents Association.
2. Jim Murray

Bloomsbury Association.
3. Donna Turnbull (n)

CamdenCEN.
4. Mike Wade

Gilbert Place resident
Community Safety

Bloomsbury already has an existing community alert system.
Expressions of interest:
1. Holborn and Covent Garden Safer Neighbourhood Panel (n)
2. Bury Place Resident Association

3. Bloomsbury Association

4. Citizens cafes (to set up)
5. Rosamund Oudart

West Central Street
Museum Street Streetscape

Expressions of interest:
1. Geraldine Beskin

Atlantis Bookshop

2. Abbot and Holder (n)
3. Patsy Prince

Tavistock Chambers Residents Association
4. Catharyne Ward

Bloomsbury Association
5. Dilip Shreiji (n)

Store (Museum Street)
6. Mike Wade

Gilbert Street resident.
PRIAN study – Jim Murray

Colin Davies from PRIAN is undertaking a survey exercise in Museum Street to identify ‘quick-wins’ or areas for immediate improvement. Volunteers are required to assist with the exercise by recording the pedestrian movement and use, and transport used within Museum Street between 7am and 10pm.  There is a 2-week deadline to complete the exercise.  Jim Murray will send an email to mailing list with further details and to request assistance.
Planning and Development
Expressions of interest:

1. Albert Beale (n)
Bloomsbury Place Residents Association
2. Geraldine Beskin
Atlantis Bookshop
3. Hugh Kennedy
Bury Place resident
4. Patsy Prince
Tavistock Chambers Residents Association
5. Robert Kime (n)
Runs a local interior decoration business
6. Michael Parkes (n)
Community Planner
7. Mike Wade
Gilbert Street resident
8. Helen McMurray
Bury Place Residents Association
9. Nikolay Shahpazov
Sculpting the Time
10. Roseline Stuart
InMidtown BID
11. Catharyne Ward
Bloomsbury Association.

StickyWorld – Jim Murray
Jim Murray has been in contact with Michael Kohn from StickyWorld.  StickyWorld is a web-platform designed to improve and extend communications, collaboration and consultation.  Users can upload 3D designs or 360 panoramic images, and use virtual sticky notes placed in context to discuss details and connect people through knowledge and interest. StickyWorld has offered the use of its software and customisation for the Bloomsbury Village Neighbourhood Plan.

The Localism Bill suggests that the forum should be constituted but not necessarily incorporated. An unincorporated association.


The forum will eventually need to operate within the Localism legislation.


To date Bill amendments have settled on a minimum of 21 members. 


Membership should be inclusive and representative but also manageable and functional.


The forum will govern the planning process and should be flexible enough to adapt to changes in the process.


Working groups can be set up to focus on key areas of interest, particularly as the forum is evolving.





Next Steps:


DT to contact residents not present at the meeting but on the hand-out and Jim Murray to follow up with businesses, St Georges Church, and ward councillors.


Invite all interested parties to an inaugural meeting (planned ASAP).





The following working groups were suggested as a starting point:


Governance and Management


Community Safety


Museum Street Streetscape


Planning and Development





4.	Next Steps


Meeting notes to be emailed to mailing list ASAP (Alex, Jim).


Those interested in, or suggested contacts for forum membership or working groups, should contact Donna Turnbull or � HYPERLINK "mailto:autotrak@blueyonder.co.uk" ��Jim Murray�.


Email � HYPERLINK "http://camdencen.org.uk/meetings.htm" \l "OS" ��outreach survey� to mailing list (Alex).


Email Museum Street survey to mailing list and request voluntary assistance to complete survey (Donna, Jim).


Contact people not present at the meeting but nominated to find out who is interested in the forum (as listed previously).


Invite all interested parties to an inaugural forum meeting ASAP (Alex, Jim).


Outreach / meeting at Little Russell Street flats (Catharyne, Michael). 


Set up working groups and start Place Check surveys with wider community (all).


Find date / venue for planning event end November (Alex, Jim).
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