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Economic Development Framework

2009 to 2012

The Camden Economic Development Framework describes how the Council and partners will work towards the ambition set out in the Community Strategy to be a ‘Borough of Opportunity by 2012’, with ‘a strong Camden economy that includes everyone’.
The Framework sets out how Camden will work towards achieving these aims with a strong emphasis on partnership working. It shows the importance of major development opportunities to Camden’s ambitions, and highlights the need to join up activities with policy areas such as the provision of social housing. 
The framework connects the Community Strategy, the LAA, and the Local Development Framework with emerging relevant Government policy, and current and planned delivery activity on the ground.

There are three thematic sections – Business, People and Place 
Camden’s priorities for business are:

· view business as a core Council customer and act to improve information, join up services and reduce burdens on businesses where possible
· improve business engagement, and maximise opportunities from Camden’s base of “big” businesses and institutions 

· maximise local opportunities from the borough’s major developments, including King’s Cross

· increase our support for town centres and other key business clusters including tourism and the visitor economy 
· work with local partners to support existing businesses and encourage new business starts, particularly in areas and among groups where levels of entrepreneurship are low
· work with partners to address barriers to business growth by providing tailored support, training and affordable space
· raise awareness of available support and opportunities for small  businesses and ensure that the Council is a good customer to them

Camden’s priorities for people are:

· prioritise partnership working to promote access to opportunities in the borough
· work closely with Jobcentre Plus in its role as the key delivery vehicle for addressing worklessness in the borough ensuring Council activities complement mainstream provision
· provide integrated proactive support where people face multiple barriers to work, and meeting the needs of the newly unemployed
· increased focus on work with social housing tenants, seeking to address multiple barriers to employment and social mobility

· further integrate childcare support and work to address child poverty with training and employment services, and maximise the availability of entry level training

· work with partners, local employers and developers to maximise training and employment opportunities for local residents
Camden’s priorities for place are:

· ensure that economic development is supported by planning policy, particularly the LDF, to ensure that appropriate employment space and opportunities are provided through development opportunities
· implement the place shaping approach, maximising the positive impacts of change and development and joining up interventions and service delivery to maintain and improve places in Camden

· develop a town centres strategy to spread good practice in managing and developing Camden’s town centres 

· work with developers and contractors to maximise local benefits and realise the vision for King’s Cross Central 

· promote estate regeneration and work with internal and external partners to ensure that ‘softer’ regeneration programmes are aligned to physical development, linking needs with opportunities in the borough

· ensure that major developments include adequate infrastructure and appropriate commercial space opportunities for local businesses

· continue to lobby for increased investment in the borough and city’s infrastructure, particularly to help ensure we maximise the opportunities presented by the 2012 Olympics; and

· develop a visitor economy strategy for the borough to maximise the benefits and minimise the tensions arising from Camden’s place as a premier destination for visitors

You can download a copy of the Economic Development Framework here or
http://search.camden.gov.uk/search?q=economic+development+strategy&client=camden_frontend&output=xml_no_dtd&proxystylesheet=camden_frontend&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&ud=1&x=14&y=13&entqr=0&site=default_collection&btnG.x=17&btnG.y=12[image: image1.png]
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